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Sometimes you may wish to avoid giving definite facts  
or personal opinions. This is known as “hedging.” Certain 
words and indirect statements can help you with this.

New language  Indirect statements

Vocabulary  Hedging language

New skill  Expressing uncertainty

Making indirect statements

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE HEDGING LANGUAGE IN THE PANEL

KEY LANGUAGE HEDGING
Hedging words and phrases can be added  
to a sentence to make its meaning less 
definite or direct.

HEDGING VERBS

HEDGING ADVERBS

HEDGING PHRASES
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CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE

KEY LANGUAGE “SEEM” AND “APPEAR”
“Seem” and “appear” are words that you can use 
to distance yourself from a statement. This is 
useful if you are not sure if the statement is true.

“Would” adds even more 
distance or uncertainty.

“Seem” and “appear” are often followed by 
another verb in the infinitive.

You can also use “It seems” or “It appears” 
followed by a “that” clause.
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READ THE ARTICLE AND WRITE THE HEDGING LANGUAGE  
IN THE CORRECT PANELS

VERBSADVERBS PHRASES
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

A local news station is reporting about a  
popular video that has been posted online. 

FILL IN THE GAPS IN THE SUMMARY USING THE HEDGING LANGUAGE  
IN THE PANEL

CHECKLIST

 Indirect statements   Hedging language   Expressing uncertainty  
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